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Psalm 41
• Written by David while undergoing much 

adversity—illness and betrayal
• OUTLINE:

o David’s Reward (v. 1-3)
o David’s Request (v. 4)
o David’s Rescue (v. 5-13)

• The Book of Psalms is divided into 5 smaller 
books:
o Book I—Ps. 1-41
o Book II—Ps. 42-72
o Book III—Ps. 73-89
o Book IV—Ps. 90-106
o Book V—Ps. 107-150 



Psalm 42
• Heading: “To the choirmaster.  A Maskil of the 

Sons of Korah.”



Psalm 42
• Heading: “To the choirmaster.  A Maskil of the 

Sons of Korah.”
• “Maskil” = teaching (Ps. 32, 42, 44, 45, 52, 53, 54, 

74, 78, 88, 89, 142)



Psalm 42
• Heading: “To the choirmaster.  A Maskil of the 

Sons of Korah.”
• “Maskil” = teaching (Ps. 32, 42, 44, 45, 52, 53, 54, 

74, 78, 88, 89, 142)
• Eleven psalms attributed to the “Sons of Korah”—

(Num. 16)



Psalm 42
• Heading: “To the choirmaster.  A Maskil of the 

Sons of Korah.”
• “Maskil” = teaching (Ps. 32, 42, 44, 45, 52, 53, 54, 

74, 78, 88, 89, 142)
• Eleven psalms attributed to the “Sons of Korah”—

(Num. 16)
• A switch occurs from “Jehovah” being the 

dominant name in Book I (272) to “Elohim” being 
the diving name in Book II (164).



Psalm 42
• Heading: “To the choirmaster.  A Maskil of the 

Sons of Korah.”
• “Maskil” = teaching (Ps. 32, 42, 44, 45, 52, 53, 54, 

74, 78, 88, 89, 142)
• Eleven psalms attributed to the “Sons of Korah”—

(Num. 16)
• A switch occurs from “Jehovah” being the 

dominant name in Book I (272) to “Elohim” being 
the diving name in Book II (164).

• OUTLINE:
o Desiring God (v. 1-5)
o Remembering God (v. 6-11)
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o Don’t forsake gathering with the church (v. 4)
o Encourage yourself (v. 5)
o Talk to God (v. 7, 9)
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Psalm 43
• Continuation of Psalm 42
• The psalmist is going through a storm of difficulty
• OUTLINE:

o “God, defend me!” (v. 1-2)
o “God, direct me!” (v. 3-5)


